
PAN AFRICANISM AND AFRICAN UNION 

 
Pan Africanism refers to a philosophy (or philosophies) which sought to 

promote ideas of a united Africa. Pan Africanism is also a political movement 

or organization whose goal was the liberation and unity of Africa, especially 

after slavery and the encounter with modernity. As different African nations 

gained political independence, they took it upon themselves to support those 

countries fighting for their independence. Many African countries drew 

inspiration from the nations in the Caribbean, including Cuba. The belief, 

then, was that, as long as one African nation was not free, the continent could 

not be viewed as free. Pan Africanism was present and manifested itself not 

only in the protests and resistance to slavery, but the desire to return to Africa 

from various countries of Europe and America. The Berlin Conference and the 

subsequent partitioning of Africa laid the foundation for the colonization of 

Africa. As a result of the Berlin Conference, Germany had German West Africa 

(Namibia) and German East Africa (Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi) as well 

as Togo and Cameroon. France, on the other hand, took possession of over 

ten territories, including the Ivory Coast, Senegal, Niger, Gambia, Morocco, 

Gabon, Algeria and Tunisia. To Britain went Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, 

South Africa, Egypt, Northern Rhodesia (Zambia), Botswana, Lesotho, and 

Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) among others. Even Portugal colonized 

Angola, Mozambique, Cape Verde, and Guinea-Bissau. The masquerade of 

European rationality and the superiority of the European political system 

lasted until the emergence of Hitler and his rise to power and subsequent 

Nazism. In addition to dividing Africa among themselves, European nations 

also divided Africans from each other. This was mostly evident with the 

making of colonial borders. However, the colonial borders also quickly became 

religious and cultural borders, as colonialism was quickly followed by the 

imposition of different religious traditions.  

The Pan African Congresses became places for defining the goals. The First 

Pan African Congress was held in London in 1900, 2nd in 1919. The rise of 

the Soviet Union, and the acceptance of Blacks in the Communist 

International persuaded Pan Africanists to become communists. However, 

within a relatively short time, some Pan Africanists began to realize the 

shortcomings of socialism, and broke with the Communist International. Fifth 

Pan African Congress stressed the necessity of ending colonialism as the most 

important factor for development of Africa. Many African countries gained 

independence in the mid 1960s and last was Namibia(1990) and South Africa 

(1994). The process od building new Africa can be credited to Malcolm X. 

Learning African culture became an important tool and strategy for recreating 

and strengthening Pan Africanism. He was also aware that, while Africans 

were embracing Islam and other indigenous religions, there were alternatives 

to European civilization that had stood the test of time. To unshackle the 



bonds of mental slavery necessitated a cultural education closely linked to 

developments outside the United States. In addition to promoting and 

advocating for Pan Africanism in different platforms, Malcolm X and others of 

his generation used universities as a place for deliberating on the potential of 

Pan Africanism to radically alter the condition of Blacks worldwide.. 

 

About the African Union 

The African Union (AU) is a continental body consisting of the 55 member 

states that make up the countries of the African Continent. It was officially 

launched in 2002 as a successor to the Organisation of African Unity (OAU, 

1963-1999). 

 History: 

In May 1963, 32 Heads of independent African States met in Addis Ababa 

Ethiopia to sign the Charter creating Africa’s first post-independence 

continental institution, The Organisation of African Unity (OAU). The OAU 

was the manifestation of the pan-African vision for an Africa that was united, 

free and in control of its own destiny and this was solemnised in the OAU 

Charter in which the founding fathers recognised that freedom, equality, 

justice and dignity were essential objectives for the achievement of the 

legitimate aspirations of the African peoples and that there was a need to 

promote understanding among Africa’s peoples and foster cooperation among 

African states in response to the aspirations of Africans for brother-hood and 

solidarity, in a larger unity transcending ethnic and national Differences. The 

guiding philosophy was that of Pan-Africanism which centred on African 

socialism and promoted African unity, the communal characteristic and 

practices of African communities, and a drive to embrace Africa’s culture and 

common heritage 

The main objectives of the OAU were to rid the continent of the remaining 

vestiges of colonisation and apartheid; to promote unity and solidarity 

amongst African States; to coordinate and intensify cooperation for 

development; to safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Member 

States and to promote international cooperation. The OAU Charter spelled out 

the purpose of the Organisation namely: 

 To promote the unity and solidarity of the African States; 

 To coordinate and intensify their cooperation and efforts to achieve a better 

life for the peoples of Africa; 

 To defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity and independence; 

 To eradicate all forms of colonialism from Africa; and 

 To promote international cooperation, having due regard to the Charter of the 

United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/7759-file-oau_charter_1963.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/7759-file-oau_charter_1963.pdf


Through the OAU Coordinating Committee for the Liberation of Africa, the 

Continent worked and spoke as one with undivided determination in forging 

an international consensus in support of the liberation struggle and the fight 

against apartheid. The OAU had provided an effective forum that enabled all 

Member States to adopt coordinated positions on matters of common concern 

to the continent in international fora and defend the interests of Africa 

effectively. 

The abolition of apartheid and the insertion of the philosophy of ‘Ubuntu’ in 

African and global discourse gave the impression that the revolution had been 

accomplished and Africa was free at last  As a philosophy, Ubuntu placed 

importance on the humanity of Africans, Although Ubuntu is largely 

associated with the work of Bishop Desmond Tutu (1999) and Nelson Mandela 

with regard to the Truth and Reconciliation Process in post-apartheid South 

Africa, it was also viewed as offering Africa opportunities for a continent free 

of conflict and civil strife. However, in addition to cultural and political 

reconciliation, there is an economic dimension and economic justice in the 

philosophy and practice of Ubuntu.-eradication of poverty. The African 

Renaissance also came from the realization that political freedom in Africa 

had not brought about economic independence, and this was evident in the 

international debt burden carried by Africa . The International Monetary Fund 

and the World Bank dictated the value of different currencies in Africa in ways 

that favored the Global North. To a great extent, the invitation to participate 

in the African Renaissance is also a call for Africa’s regeneration through its 

languages and philosophies. 

On 9.9.1999, the Heads of State and Government of the Organisation of 

African Unity (OAU) issued the Sirte Declaration calling for the establishment 

of an African Union, with a view, to accelerating the process of integration in 

the continent to enable Africa to play its rightful role in the global economy 

while addressing multifaceted social, economic and political problems 

compounded as they were by certain negative aspects of globalisation. 

The launch of the African Union: 

The African Union (AU) was officially launched in July 2002 in Durban, South 

Africa, following a decision in September 1999 by its predecessor, the OAU to 

create a new continental organisation to build on its work. The decision to re-

launch Africa’s pan-African organisation was the outcome of a consensus by 

African leaders that in order to realise Africa’s potential, there was a need to 

refocus attention from the fight for decolonisation and ridding the continent 

of apartheid, which had been the focus of the OAU, towards increased 

cooperation and integration of African states to drive Africa’s growth and 

economic development. 



The AU is guided by its vision of “An Integrated, Prosperous and Peaceful 

Africa, driven by its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in 

the global arena.” 

The Constitutive Act of the African Union and the Protocol on Amendments to 

the Constitutive Act of the African Union lay out the aims of the AU which 

are: 

 Achieve greater unity and solidarity between African countries and their the 

people 

 Defend the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of its Member 

States; 

 Accelerate the political and socio-economic integration of the continent; 

 Promote and defend African common positions on issues of interest to the 

continent and its peoples; 

 Encourage international cooperation 

 Promote peace, security, and stability on the continent; 

 Promote democratic principles and institutions, popular participation and 

good governance; 

 Promote and protect human and peoples’ rights in accordance with the 

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and other relevant human 

rights instruments; 

 Establish the necessary conditions which enable the continent to play its 

rightful role in the global economy and in international negotiations; 

 Promote sustainable development at the economic, social and cultural levels 

as well as the integration of African economies; 

 Promote cooperation in all fields of human activity to raise the living 

standards of African peoples; 

 Coordinate and harmonise the policies between the existing and future 

Regional Economic Communities for the gradual attainment of the objectives 

of the Union; 

 Advance the development of the continent by promoting research in all fields, 

in particular in science and technology 

 Work with relevant international partners in the eradication of preventable 

diseases and the promotion of good health on the continent. 

 Ensure the effective participation of women in decision-making, particularly 

in the political, economic and socio-cultural areas; 

 Develop and promote common policies on trade, defence and foreign relations 

to ensure the defence of the Continent and the strengthening of its negotiating 

positions; 

 Invite and encourage the full participation of the African Diaspora as an 

important part of our Continent, in the building of the African Union. 

The work of the AU is implemented through several principal decision making 

organs:- The Assembly of Heads of State and Government, the Executive 

Council, the Permanent Representatives Committee (PRC), Specialised 

https://au.int/sites/default/files/pages/34873-file-constitutiveact_en.pdf
https://au.int/treaties/protocol-amendments-constitutive-act-african-union
https://au.int/treaties/protocol-amendments-constitutive-act-african-union
https://au.int/en/organs/assembly
https://au.int/en/organs/council
https://au.int/en/organs/council
https://au.int/en/organs/prc
https://au.int/en/organs/stc


Technical Committees (STCs), the Peace and Security Council and The African 

Union Commission. The AU structure promotes participation of African 

citizens and civil society through the Pan-African Parliament and 

the Economic, Social & Cultural Council (ECOSOCC). 

Organs that handle judicial and legal matters as well as human rights issues 

include:- African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 

Rights (ACHPR), African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (AfCHPR), AU 

Commission on International Law (AUCIL), AU Advisory Board on 

Corruption (AUABC) and the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and 

Welfare of the Child. The AU is also working towards the establishment 

of continental financial institutions (The African Central Bank, The African 

Investment Bank and the African Monetary Fund) 

The Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and the African Peer Review 

Mechanism are also key bodies that that constitute the structure of the 

African Union. 

To ensure the realisation of its objectives and the attainment of the Pan 

African Vision of an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, Agenda 2063 

was developed as a strategic framework for Africa’s long term socio-economic 

and integrative transformation. Agenda 2063 calls for greater collaboration 

and support for African led initiatives to ensure the achievement of the 

aspirations of African people. 

 

https://au.int/en/organs/stc
https://au.int/en/organs/psc
https://au.int/en/organs/commission
https://au.int/en/organs/commission
https://au.int/en/organs/pap
https://au.int/en/organs/ecosocc
https://au.int/en/organs/cj
https://au.int/en/organs/cj
https://au.int/en/organs/cj
https://au.int/en/organs/cj
https://au.int/en/organs/cj
https://au.int/en/organs/cj
https://au.int/en/organs/cj
https://au.int/en/organs/fi
https://au.int/en/organs/recs
https://dev.au.int/en/organs/aprm
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https://au.int/agenda2063/overview

